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Community training sessions related to filter use, hygiene and sanitation.

Since the start of the project in the communities of Huarqui a total of 35 PVC biosand water filters have been
installed. Leticia Huanca Guevara is progressing well in her position both as a filter educator and in the
construction of the filters at the workshop in Lamay. On average Leticia and Sandy have been able to install four
filters a week. The rains have been minimal this year allowing for continued access to two of the communities
which are usually cut off for two to three months. It is good news for the water filter project but a potential
problem for many residents who have no capacity to irrigate and rely on the rains for crop production.

support and guidance.

and general family support.

Nurse Vilma Florez has been working individually with each of the new
ghalis, teaching the DESEA approach to water filter monitoring and
hygiene and sanitation education. In this way the ghalis can learn
firsthand from our master, and can try out their new skills with Vilma’s
Qhalis receive a coloured pictorial book
(designed by CAWST, Calgary) which they can use to discuss various
aspects of filter maintenance, the importance of clean water, and
issues related to hygiene and sanitation. Qhalis visit each household
once monthly for filter maintenance, hygiene and sanitation education,

Qhali Juana Pullca Puma teaching
about filter use and hygiene

Congratulations to our Administrator Sandra Izquierdo and her marriage
to Brian Plessinger, pictured here with their son Anka. The wedding took
place in Miami in January.

Sandra has been very busy managing the administrative aspects of
DESEA. DESEA’s application to the Agencia Peruana de Cooperacion
Internacional - the Peruvian governing body for international development
organizations - has recently been approved. This will allow DESEA to
apply for charitable status in Peru and for government approval for
vitamin imports.

Sandra was also very busy in December securing donations and financial
support for one of the indigenous women in our project areas, a mother of
eight children, diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer. Without Sandra’s
perseverance and insistence virtually no medical attention would have
been offered to this woman. She is presently in Lima awaiting treatment.

DESEA is presently looking for volunteers for the following: Health Professional (RN, NP or MD) and a Water
Filter Assistant. Position details have been posted at www.idealist.org (search DESEA Peru).

Follow us on Facebook (DESEA-Peru) for regular updates!
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